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Thursday, July 20, 2006

My last posting follows the process of speaking on the floor of the House. Below, find the
speech:

Madam Speaker, I thank my friend from California.

 Madam Speaker, I rise in support of this resolution. Almost 1 year ago, in August, I stood on
the border of Gaza. I watched a gate descend. I watched the last Israeli leave Gaza. Israel said
to the Palestinians, we will take a risk for peace. Build something here. Provide security. We
want peace.
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 And what did they do with that? What did the Palestinians do with that offer? They fired
Kassam missiles on Israeli civilians. They elected a terrorist regime sworn to the liquidation of
Israel. They dug a tunnel. They snuck through the tunnel, they showed up on Israeli soil, they
kidnapped a 19-year-old soldier and snuck him back. Israel took a risk for peace, and this is
how it was rewarded.

 Israel took the same risk in Lebanon. They left Lebanon. They said provide security here. We
will take a risk for peace, and let's have it together. What happened with that offer? Hezbollah
was allowed to dominate southern Lebanon. And just last week, Hezbollah terroristsinfiltrated a
border, snuck across an undisputed border, murdered some Israelis, kidnapped others,
murdered some more, and snuck back across.

 Every time Israel has taken a risk for peace, that risk has been answered with violence, and
that is not acceptable.

 What would we have done? It is exactly what we did do on 9/11. When terrorists infiltrated our
borders, we responded robustly to protect innocent civilians.

 Israel has the right to do the same. There can be no double standard.

 There can be no moral relativism. This resolution simply says that Israel has taken risks for
peace. Those risks ought to be answered with reciprocation, and not missiles; with good faith,
security, and not kidnappings. Israel has done what we have done, and this resolution reaffirms
that.
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