ON 9-11 VIGILS
Tuesday, September 18, 2007

Wednesday, September 19, 2007

In the auditorium at Commack High School, | peer through the bright lights and speak at a 9-11
ceremony. | admit that | feel awkward. | worry that these ceremonies have become excuses for
politicians to speak, instead of solemn moments for communities to reflect. Still, | have been
invited every year to the Commack candlelight vigil. And instead of the usual platitudes about
9-11, | try to challenge people to honor the past by making a difference in the future.

This evening, | speak about legislation | am trying to help pass that will provide long-term
medical monitoring and health care for the courageous men and women who participated in
rescue efforts: the cops and firefighters, but also the ironworkers and the trade union members
who refused to leave Ground Zero. | believe that those we lost on 9-11 would want us to take
care of those rescue workers today. People like John Sferazo, a Huntington Station ironworker
who moved heavy debris from Ground Zero, and who today speaks in labored breaths with

diminished lung capacity.

In Commack, | say: "They did their best for us on 9-11. Now our country must be at our best
for them."

Days before, | was on the floor of the House of Representatives urging passage of this bill.
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CLICK VIDEO TO WATCH FLOOR SPEECH

And please email me with your thoughts about whether the federal government should provide
permanent medical monitoring and health care for these men and women. Your views are



http://www.youtube.com/p/2B422255064916A4
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important to me!
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