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During the recent congressional district work period, I traveled throughout Long Island to
discuss the middle class squeeze. I spoke with countless Long Islanders who are finding it
tougher than ever to afford gas for their cars, college for their kids or health care for their
families. They are concerned about the value of their homes, the security of their jobs and what
the future holds. They know that as middle class families on Long Island, they’re considered too
rich to qualify for federal assistance programs, but that they’re still having a tough time affording
the basics. And they want to know why the federal government can't get its act together and
enact common sense policies to help families that work hard but are still struggling to make
end’s meet.

  

I have been fighting to overturn policies in Washington that have created this middle class
squeeze: energy policies that gave subsidies to the biggest oil companies while driving up the
cost of gas, tax cuts that favored the super-rich at the expense of hard-working families, cuts to
student financial assistance programs and a complete paralysis in reforming an immigration
system that is broken. Soon, President Bush will give his final State Of The Union address. It's
critical that he focus on the economy and accept our offer in Congress to negotiate a bipartisan
economic stimulus plan.

 I am preparing legislation that will help. I call it the Middle Class Economic Security Initiative
and it’s an action-oriented plan to provide energy-security tax credits, deductions for the costs of
college education and other targeted tax incentives. I am also trying to find ways to work with
local governments to stabilize property taxes.

 But as I draft these proposals, I need your input. I want to know how the economy is impacting
you, which will help me as I write this legislation. Have you been forced to make cuts in your
household budget? Has the economic situation changed any of your plans or impacted your
purchases? Have you had to tell a child that you can't afford to send them to an expensive
college? When sharing your story, please tell me where you live on Long Island and how you
are feeling the effects of the middle class squeeze.

 I learn more about issues by listening to people like you than dry, prepared testimony in a
congressional hearing room.

  

Click here to tell me how the Middle Class Squeeze is Affecting You
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https://forms.house.gov/israel/webforms/webforms/zip_auth.shtm

