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Dear Friend,

      

I want to hear more of your stories in dealing with our health care bureaucracy.

The other day I asked for your feedback about how much health care is costing you. I received
hundreds of responses. And while some of you said you’re spending very little on health care,
many pointed out that premiums are climbing and others said they are being bankrupt by unpaid
medical bills.

I know a lot of you have compelling stories about how the health care status quo has or has not
worked for you. I value your feedback and I would appreciate hearing your questions and
stories. You can submit them to me by clicking here . I’ll answer some of your questions in an
upcoming video blog. You can also call my special Health Care Hotline at 202-226-4229 and
leave your thoughts or questions.

Here in Washington the health care debate has become the usual battle of sound bites and fast
facts. But that’s not what health care reform should be about. Health care reform is about
making it easy for you to get in to see your doctor when you need to, or get prescription
medicines if you need them, or care for a loved one who is suffering with an illness.

Since 2000 health care premiums have doubled in the United States. Right now an average
family spends about $15,000 a year on health care premiums and other costs. For more on
health care and your pocketbook, watch my latest video blog: http://israel.house.gov/index.php
?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=564&amp;Itemid=119
.

And for the latest updates on health care reform, you can visit my website at http://israel.house
.gov .

Sincerely,

Steve Israel
Member of Congress
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