
Remembering Our Veterans
Wednesday, November 11, 2009

    

Dear Friend,

      

This  Veterans Day, we pause to recognize the service and contributions of the  men and
women who were tragically killed or wounded at Fort Hood in  Texas. Our thoughts and prayers
go out to the victims’ families and  friends.

 On Veterans Day, it is important to remember the service of all of our  veterans – both those
who are presently in our minds and those who have  come before us. Forty-seven years ago,
Cuba and the United States  pointed their missiles at each other and brought the world to the
brink  of a nuclear war. The infamous Cuban Missile Crisis is only one example  of the countless
dangers of the 40-year-long Cold War. The men and women  who protected our nation from
danger during this time – and those who  sacrificed their lives for our freedoms - have been
consistently  overlooked by history. That is why I recently introduced legislation  that would
honor veterans of the Cold War. 

 For nearly five decades, these service members kept the peace,  maintaining missile silos and
checkpoints, remote B-52 bomber bases and  storm-tossed Navy ships. It is these actions that
kept our nation safe  from the threat of Communism – and sometimes from nuclear destruction. 
However, these veterans have never received a public word of thanks for  all that they did. That
is why my legislation would recognize May 1st as  National Cold War Veterans Recognition
Day. I have also introduced a  bill that would create a military service medal for members of the
Armed  Services who served during the Cold War. It is time that our nation  acknowledges the
contributions of the many veterans of that era.

  

This Veterans Day, as we pay tribute to those who fight for and  defend our nation, I hope that
you will take a moment to remember the  veterans of the Cold War and their extraordinary
contributions to our  nation’s history.

  

Sincerely,

  

 Steve Israel
 Member of Congress
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