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BYLINE: By JEFF CLYMAN and STEVE ISRAEL.

Jeff Clyman, the president of the American Airpower Museum in Farmingdale, N.Y., is the
father of a soldier who has just returned from Afghanistan. Steve Israel, a Democrat, represents
Long Island in the House of Representatives and is the editor of "Charge! History's Greatest
Military Speeches."

EVER since Sept. 11, 2001, Americans, and particularly New Yorkers, have marked this week
in either personal or private ways, remembering the nearly 3,000 lives that were lost six years
ago. And rightly so.

But this year, in addition to saluting the memory of those who died that day, let's remember the
more than 4,000 troops who have died fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq, the tens of thousands
who have been wounded and the roughly 160,000 who are serving over there. Let's recognize
the burden that the last six years have put on our service members and their families and
acknowledge very simply that they could use a vacation.

And what better place to do that than in New York City -- Governors Island, to be exact. Indeed,
with a final decision on the future of certain areas of Governors Island still months away, the
United States government should take this opportunity to earmark part of the island, which has
a long history of use by the Army and Coast Guard, as a rest and recuperation center for troops
returning from overseas combat.

The United States Department of Defense owns four Armed Forces Recreation Centers that
could serve as models for a Governors Island center. The most famous of these centers are in
Germany and Hawaii. The center in Germany was established in the winter of 1945-46 as a
place for the United States occupation forces to rest and relax; and the resort in Hawaii opened
its doors in October 1975 in the wake of the Vietham War.

These centers provide rest and relaxation to service members, military retirees and their
families. They operate without taxpayer dollars, basing rates for the facilities by rank and pay
grade of the visiting service member. And there's no question that they help these families who
are often under enormous stress and by doing so improve soldiers' morale. A recently released
independent study of the Army found that recreation and family programs have a direct impact
on the readiness and retention of soldiers.

With a support infrastructure still in place, and an incredible view of the Statue of Liberty and
within a stone's throw of the twin towers whose 9/11 destruction heralded the start of the war on
terrorism, Governors Island could not be a more appropriate place to allow returning troops and
their families to restart their lives.

Washington turned most of the island's 172 acres over to New York State for redevelopment in
2003. The Governors Island Preservation and Education Corporation has been responsible for
the planning and redevelopment of the complex ever since, with architects and planners still
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wrestling over a broad range of options, from a mini resort to residential housing to a tourism
theme park.

To date no final announcement has been made about what will be built on Governors Island.
So now is the perfect time to create an Armed Forces Recreation Center on the northern
portion, which is a National Historic Landmark and a New York City Historic District run by the
National Park Service.

In addition to simply offering a place for service members to relax and reunite with their families
-- perhaps take a ferry to Manhattan for dinner or to see a Broadway show -- the center could
also organize special packages for families who have lost a service member or are dealing with
a wounded soldier. The packages could include workshops on dealing with loss and suffering or
simply outings where children of fallen soldiers could know that they are not alone.

In the wake of World War Il and the Vietnam War, it was helpful for service members to have a
place to get away from it all. We need to provide something similar to the veterans of Iraq and
Afghanistan, many of whom have served multiple tours overseas. Returning American
servicemen and women and their families deserve access to this kind of retreat more than any
other visitor to Governors Island. This doesn't mean that the historic part of the island would be
off limits to the public; it would simply offer a special place for those who have served in the
military.

For those coming from Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf, many of whom are initially stopping in
the metropolitan area before heading to their homes across the country, having a place to stay
and recoup on Governors Island makes sense. After all, there is no more powerful symbol of a
nation's gratitude than to be on the doorstep of New York City, a ferry ride away from ground
zero.

Furthermore, re-establishing a strong federal presence on Governors Island would help
financially, since significant money will be needed to preserve, enhance and maintain the
island's late 18th and 19th century fortifications, the pre-Civil War arsenal buildings, the
Victorian housing and the early 20th century neo-Classical architecture that occupy the northern
part of the island.

A decade ago, when the future of Governors Island was beginning to be debated, Joseph
Rose, the director of the Department of City Planning, said that maintaining the historic
buildings on the island would cost "somewhere between $30 million and $60 million a year" and
that the city was "not in a position to make that kind of expenditure." Obviously a military rest
and recuperation center would need to budget those dollars and help offset the cost of the
island's function to the region.

There has been considerable antipathy in the past about the use of the property. When it was
first offered for redevelopment, many in the commercial property industry declined to even
participate in the process, fearful of lengthy delays or government indecision. Some four years
after New York State took possession there remains a deliberate and measured approach to its
future.
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Yet using it as a rest and recuperation center for American service members is an obvious,
compelling and easy decision. It's consistent with its historical use and complements the
island's future course and direction. By creating a rest center for service members, the region --
and all those affected by 9/11 -- can offer a genuine and appropriate thank you to those who
answered the call to defend our nation.
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